How can | know what God'’s will is?
This is one of life’s difficult questions......

Certainly there are times when God’s will is made dears. The Old Testament prophet Hosea spoke to thit effthe mid-& century B.C.:
“Therefore | cut you in pieces with my prophets, | killed yoi whie words of my mouth; my judgments flashed like lightning upon yblwsea
6:5). The prophet emphasized that God has made His presahéisawill known through prophetic words, and catastropimnes that got their
attention.

How can we know when God is making His will clear to usan think of at least three ways........

1) Direct revelation: sometimes the Holy Spirit speaks God'’s will to us. [@éen it straight from the mouth of God. This isthiarismatic
extremism, but a simple matter of Biblical truthsuesaid (ifdohn 14:29, “....the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in n
name, will teach you all things and remind you of everything | have sgaltd

2) Bible texts: yes, sometimes the Bible is hard to understand, b Hrerother times when it’s very plain. The listnglless. Some examples
would include......

“Love your enemies.” - Matthew 5:44
“You shall not commit adultery. = Deuteronomy 5:18
“Offer hospitality to one another without grumblihg
—1 Peter 4:9
“Remember those who are in prison as if you were in prison with thenHébrews 13:3

3) Christian counsel: everyone should have at least two or three good @mristends — people who are strong in their relationship God. If

you're facing a tough decision, try talking separately aitlthree friends. If they all tell you the samenthiyou can be pretty sure that you know

what God'’s will is.

God makes His will clear at times. But there arermtinges when it is hard to tell what God’s will iSometimes when we pray God
doesn't spell out a clear answer for us — or at leadtigiattaway. Sometimes this happens when people aysmgrabout major life decisions....
“Should | take a new job offer?”
“Should I get married to ?”
“Should we move to be closer to the family?”
“What should | major in?”
“When'’s the right time to start looking for a new house?”
“When should | retire?”

The danger to watch out for is that of inaction. Harereminded of a quote from Andy Stanley."Generally speaking, you are probably never go
to be more than 80 percent certain. Waiting for greater certaintygaage you to miss an opportunity.”
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So there are times when we have to use the best judigreecan and step forward in faith. This takestiadie, but it’s better than the type of latenc

that leads to missed opportunities.

God Bless You!
Andrew McHenry, Pastor
First Congregational Church
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“I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, phone cits], and kind words of encouragement. Thanks to those who visitedhee in
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hospital and to Bev Scott for taking me home from physical therapy.rdadiynblessed to have such a wonderful church family="Mary Duncan
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Sunday afternoon (Oct. 9") at Reading Lake shelter house
ALL CHURCH PICNIC —WEINER ROAST —HAY RIDE
The fun begins around 4:30pm until dark

Bring food to share & your own table service/ hot dogs and
drinkswill be provided. The church van will be available for
those who don’t want to drive.

CWF Business Meeting & Luncheon
Thursday, October 6™ @ 11:00am - Plymouth Hall
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We read here, in Mark 14:1-9, of a beautiful act of love toward Jesus. This woman took her best, most expensive perfume and poured it out over Jesus
to anoint Him. What prompted her to do this? Did she know Jesus was going to die? She obviously saw something beautiful in Jesus and wanted to
express her love for Him. Maybe she didn't know how significant this act of love was.

How can our lives be like a sweet smelling perfume of God's grace? How can we express something of God's love to the people around us? Often it
can be in simple and practical ways. Proverbs 27: 9 says, "Oil and perfume rejoice the heart; so does the sweetness of a friends counsel that comes
from the heart."

May our lives be like a sweet fragrance of God's grace, so wherever we go we will leave a deposit of that fragrance in other people's lives. Let us also
be as this woman - who poured out her all on Jesus. Let us give ourselves wholly to Him, as He gave Himself wholly as a fragrant offering for the
forgiveness of our sins. His grace is sweet. And He has poured out His grace upon us as sweet smelling perfume - to spread His fragrance
everywhere.

Your Servant in Christ,
Christine
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Humpty Dumpty People

When | was growing up...and then when my kids were growing up.nwhaerations of kids were growing up—mommies and

daddies read stories to their kids. And most of themaha@dictable ending—6 magic word$and they lived happily ever after.”That is, except
for this one nursery rhyme—you know the one about thisandomated egg. | wasn't sure—still not sure—what | was supposedrn from that
one. “Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall; Humpty Dumpty had a great fall; all ihg’k horses and all the king’s men couldn’t put Humpty together
again.” | kept waiting for the happy ending—there isn’t one—Hunmpty'oken—he’s in pieces—everybody tries to put him tegethd nobody
can fix him...

And that’s what I'd like to talk with you about—Humpty Dumieople—we live in a world of Humpty Dumpty people... peagie may even
look fine on the outside...but they are broken on thel@siwhere it is sometimes very hard to heal. It's pos#ilaileyou might be one of these
people. You may have pains. . .hurts. ... disappointmermtsunlife that have left you damaged—scared—even shattanegiou hold it all inside.
Or, you may actually know a Humpty Dumpty person. Andrglmay have been attempts to put the pieces back togdiiienothing has really
worked...perhaps temporarily...but then it returns...the brokemeessins. You may even believe there will never bena they lived happily
ever after”for you.

If that’s you...or someone you know—I want to share a WarthfGGod that offerREAL HOPE for a happy ending. It's found in Isaiah 61:1,
speaking of Jesus Christ‘The Lord has sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted—to proclaim freedomthe captives...”

The Bible teaches that part of Jesus’ mission on eantid-stll a part of His mission—is to put broken peopleka@gether. People who have bee
broken by sin in their lives...because that’s what

sin does to people...it shatters them and leaves them brdkesy. cannot heal themselves and the world cannot @uit biack together. Maybe all
the the King'’s horses and all the King’s men can’t puttymm together again -BUT THE KING CAN!! (Share a short testimony of my life
being restored.)

If you will give Him the pieces of your life—no matteow hurtful—how painful—no matter how shameful—no maktiew ugly—Jesus can do for
you what no friend—no lover—no therapist—no medicationtkimg the world can offer you can do what Jesus can dgotfor.put the pieces of
your brokenness together and make you whaleSUS IS YOUR*HAPPY EVER AFTER” ending...Amen.

Serving Him—Serving You...Rick <+><

L O"HS % & ( ! $)* +,-
I " #3 % &
b HE&& (! * ((




$ + #, -.
/| % 0-12 3 # 4

5/ *6$#7
1 4 5

Thank youto Sharon Shipleyfor providing altar flowers in
the sanctuary during the month of September!

Thank youto Tom Wheelerfor replacing lighting and ballasts around the church!

Thank youto all who helped with the Rummage Sale......
Lois Balkenhol, Lois Burnell, Bonnie Cannon, Linda Cookson, Bev CurrgnH&lcson, Logan Gaskill, Danny Goodman,
Gary & Marilyn Gooszen, Gail & Pauleen Hancock, Nina & Steve Haught, Rester, Jim & Lydia Kostner, Hillary McHenry,
Camilla Myers, Gene & Kathy O’Mara, Le Anne Roberts, Chris Sahtosy Scott, Ron Shipley, Nelda Swan, Brenda Taylor,
Emma Wheeler, Jacob Wheeler, Ruth Wheeler, and Ralph & Evora Wheeler

Special thankgo those who were there for the ‘teardown’ and clean up! A few dediba&lipers were there nearly every day!
The Rummage Sale nett®1,818.00

This money will go to supplement projects/activities not includdteieneral Fund budget,
but which are a very important part of our total church operation.

From Trustees Board....By consensus, the Trustees approved
a decision that anyone using the church for events which are not church-redatiedrch-sponsored,
should make a donation to the church for utility expense. Please coordiisadetivity through
the church office. Thank ybu
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come a little before 5pm on Thursday, Oct. 13
~1028 Whittier Stre et~
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FCCE serves at Abundant Harvest Food Kitchen
each month, on the 2" Thursday @ 5pm.
Volunteers are always needed. If you'd like to helrp
#$%
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8 million children received shoe boxes last year. Over 130 countries have received shoe boxes since 1993.
With one mission: to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy children around the world,
and together with the local church worldwide, to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ!
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