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ATTENTION: ACTIVE MEMBERS 
PROPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGE 

At the July 2010 Cabinet meeting, a motion was made to propose a change of the church’s by-laws.  This proposed change will be voted on by the 
active members of the church at the Annual Business Meeting on Thursday, September 9, 2010.  The proposed change is as follows (in bold ): 

 

Article IX – Boards 
1. Diaconate.  The Diaconate shall consist of “not less than seven and no more than nine” Church members elected by the membership at the annual 

meeting. Etc.  
2. Board of Trustees.  The Board of Trustees shall consist of “not less than seven and no more than nine ” members elected by the Church membership at 

the annual meeting. Etc. 
3. Board of Christian Education.  The Board of Christian Education shall consist of “not less than seven and no more than nine”  members elected by the 

Church membership at the annual meeting. Etc. 
4. Board of Missions and Evangelism.  The Board of Missions and Evangelism shall consist of “not less than seven and no more than  nine”  members 

elected by the Church membership at the annual meeting. Etc. 
 

 
Please plan to attend the Annual Potluck Meal & Business Meeting. 

Bring a dish to share and your own table service!   
 Meal will begin at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall,  
followed by the Business Meeting at 7:15pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Potluck Meal & Business Meeting  
Thursday, September 9 th, 6:30pm  
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  Lois Balkenhol and family wish to “thank Pastor Andrew, Hillary and church members for remembering us in your prayers and for all 
   the delicious food brought to the house.  It was very much appreciated.”       

 
 

Thank you to those who helped serve Abundant Harvest Food Kitchen:  Jane & Marty Rodenhouse,  
Bev & Larry Scott and Evora Wheeler 
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a HUGE THANK YOU to all who helped in any way with the  
August RUMMAGE SALE:  Anne Atherton, Rick Carl, Bev Curry and granddaughter, Sabrina Cope, Dale Curry, Mary Duncan, Larry Ek,  
Helen Ericson, Virginia Fay, Becki Goodman, Marc Goodman, Gary Gooszen, Gail Hancock, Pauleen Hancock, Marjory Jennings, Halene Kesler, 
Tom Kesler, Andrew McHenry, Kathy O’Mara, Norman Powers, Phyllis Powers, Jane Reeble, Mary Riley and her son Kohl, Le Anne Roberts,  
Jane Rodenhouse, Ashley Wheeler, Emma Wheeler, Evora Wheeler, John Wheeler, Ralph Wheeler,Ruth Wheeler, Tom Wheeler,  
Fred Worthen and Mary Worthen 
And Youth Group helpers on Saturday morning:  Seth Mangus, Marina Nevares, Chris Roberts, Ashley Wheeler and Amber Rivas 
SPECIAL THANKS to Rick Carl, Bev Curry & Sabrina Cope, Halene & Tom Kesler for helping Ralph & Evora with the tearing down and clean-up! 
�

�

“Say, we Congregationalists made a statement at the 1st benefit for Kristi Karr-Morgan, 
and on such short notice!  Most of us didn’t know Kristi, but in this small way, wanted to 
help with her plight.  We were over 20 strong 
and the hostesses for the event inquired as to who we were, and expressed their 
gratitude to us.  Thanks to all and especially Kathy O!” 
            ~Mary Stauffer 
�
�
�

�
�

Organ and Steeple Update 
 

Since our last update, the work on the steeple has been completed.  Brick has been tuck- pointed and resealed; new drain pipes have been installed and 
electrical tape placed around the pipes to prevent freezing.   
 
The organ is currently being repaired.  Parts have been shipped to Kansas City for repair and/or replacement.  It is hoped this work will be finished by 
the end of August. 
 
It is through the generosity of people like you that this wonderful work is being accomplished so our church can continue to be in excellent condition.  
We have enjoyed our church since it was built and we want it to be enjoyed by future generations as well. 
 
Thanks to all who have pledged funds to these projects.  If you have not yet made a pledge to help fund these projects as well as provide an ongoing 
fund to ensure that future projects can be completed so our church can remain in good condition, please contact the church office.   
� � � �

Church Renewal Committee: 
Tex Williams, Anne & Jack Atherton, 

Mary Stauffer, Steve Haught, 
Ralph Elliott, Sally Conard, 

Liz Coffelt and Pastor Andrew 
�
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All Church Breakfast - September 9 th 
7:30am @ Braum’s - 1028 W. 6 th Avenue 
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Midweek Kick-Off Picnic 
September 8th @ Hammond Park, 6:30pm 

Please bring a dish to share and  
your own table service. 

FOOD, GAMES & FELLOWSHIP!  
Picnic is open to all ages.  All are welcome!  
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Are you or a loved one in a battle with Cancer? 
We want to stand by you for support! 

 

Non-Denominational Cancer Support Ministry  
Begins Sunday evening, September 12 th, 7:00pm  

First Congregational Church (enter in the side door) 
Questions?  Call Joe at 620-340-3268. 

 

“As Christians we need each other.  We are instructed by the Bible to help each other.   
Join me and others like me who have been in my situation or with a family member 

 in a similar situation to share living in His word and doing battle together.” 
 

                               ~Joe Patterson 
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Operation Christmas Child 
 

It is still a long time until Christmas, but it will sneak up fast!  Now is a great time to purchase a couple of extra items when you are at the grocery or 
discount store to help our church fill shoe boxes.  School supplies are very cheap and are a great way to fill the boxes.  You can easily buy several packs 
of gum while waiting to check out.  Many times these are only $.25.  If you go through the drive-through to eat, order a kid’s meal.  The toy contained 
in the meal may be one of the best toys these children will ever receive! 
 

Did you know that Samaritan’s Purse, the founding organization of Operation Christmas Child, also offers a follow-up ministry to all the children who 
receive the boxes?  This program is called The Greatest Journey.  It has led many children and their parents to Christ.  The more boxes we collect, pack 
and send, the more children will have this opportunity to know the Lord. 
 

A collection box is located in the Library.  You can bring your donations now and we will post a sign showing how many boxes we have filled.  Help us 
meet this goal and give these special gifts to a child.   
 

Interesting facts about The Greatest Journey: 
·  After the OCC distribution event, where appropriate, children who receive shoe boxes are invited to participate in 

TGJ by the local churches and ministry partners. 
·  TGJ is a 12-lesson discipleship program, in the local language, from Samaritan’s Purse.  It is utilized by the OCC 

project and is implemented by local churches and ministry partners. 
·  Children join with other children from their community to participate. 
·  Volunteers are trained to lead children through the lessons. 
·  Children who complete TGJ are awarded a personal certificate and many receive a copy of the New Testament in their local language. 
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Recycling Fundraiser �
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Metals  

·  The production of cell phones, laptops, ink jet cartridges and jewelry are all dependent on one or more rare metals such as platinum, palladium, rhodium and even gold!  
·  The mining of metals for consumer electronics and jewelry is the #1 cause of toxic pollution in the United States! 
·  The average U.S. gold mine uses 3,520,000 pounds of cyanide per year!   

Cell Phones   
·  Over 100 million cell phones are stockpiled in U.S. households creating 50,000 tons of potentially hazardous waste. 
·  On average Americans replace their cell phones every 12-18 months. An estimated 130 million cell phones are discarded annually in the U.S. alone. 
·  Cell phones contain toxic substances including Arsenic, Antimony, Beryllium, Cadmium, Copper, Lead, Nickel and Zinc which leak into soil and groundwater and form toxins during incineration 

which have been associated with cancer and a range of reproductive, neurological and developmental disorders. 
·  The cadmium from a single cell phone is capable of polluting 158,200 gallons of water. (That’s 2.4 million 8-ounce sodas!)   

Laptop Computers   
·  It takes about 600 pounds of fossil fuels and chemicals to create the chips for one personal computer.  
·  70 pounds of water are used to rinse out impurities in a single chip.  
·  The amount of waste generated to produce one laptop is close to 4,000 times its weight.  
·  When you throw away a 5 pound laptop you are throwing away roughly 20,000 pounds of waste. 

 

@please note that regular house/business telephones are not needed.   
The company does not recycle them.  Thank you. 
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prayer calendar for LIFE TOGETHER 

Sunday, 9/12:                   
 Lord, as we begin to study and learn how to be a better community of believers, bless us with open eyes, open ears and an open hearts. Fill us with your spirit so that we can 
bring the words we read into our lives. In your glory, Amen     

"May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and increase your numbers until you become a community of peoples."   Genesis 28:3 

 

Monday, 9/13:                  
   Lord, let us never forget to give thanks to you for allowing us the privilege to live in a nation where we can freely worship you without threat of arrest or 
censorship. Your blessings humble us, Amen.        

"What I am saying is for your own good--it isn't to limit your freedom. I want to help you to live right and to love the Lord above all else."   I Corinthians 7:35 

 

Tuesday, 9/14:                  
   Lord, we pray your blessings on all of our Christian brothers and sisters who are being persecuted in your name. Give them strength to persevere, faith that 
never wavers, and hope for the life to come. We ask this in Jesus' name, Amen     

"Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."  Matthew 5:10 

 

Wednesday, 9/15:                  
  Lord, there are people in our community of believers that have volunteered to be leaders in our campaign. Bless them with wisdom and insight as they facilitate our 
discussions. We ask this in your name, Amen       

"First, God chose some people to be apostles and prophets and teachers for the church. But he also chose some to work miracles or heal the sick or help others or be leaders or speak 
different kinds of languages."   I Corinthians 12:28 

 

Thursday, 9/16:                  
 Lord, to be in a community means being willing to share. Help us all to share our thoughts, our hurts and our blessings so that we can learn together, pray together and praise 
together. From our hearts, Amen         

"If you have sinned, you should tell each other what you have done. Then you can pray for one another and be healed. The prayer of an innocent person is powerful, and it can help a 
lot."   James 5:16 
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Friday, 9/17:                   
 Father God, You and you alone are worthy of our praise, our worship, and our adoration. Help us to see your imprint on these words we are about to study. We give thanks 
for all You are to us. In your name we pray, Amen.      

"May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer."   Psalm 19:4 

 

Saturday, 9/18:                  
  Lord God, today we give thanks. We are grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this study group. Fill us with enthusiasm as we go through this experience.  
 In the name above all names, Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior, Amen.     

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers."  Galatians 6:10 

 

Sunday, 9/19:                   
 Heavenly Father, Sometimes it is hard to finish the things we start. But we know that in order to grow, we must continue the race. Fill us with the will to be diligent in our 
study, Amen.          

"Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress."  I Timothy 4:15 

 

Monday, 9/20:                  
 God, being a part of a community is a special gift from you. Help us to embrace this fellowship of believers with open arms just as you embrace us. In Jesus' Name we ask, 
Amen.           

"We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ."   
                  I John 1:3 

 

Tuesday, 9/21:                  
 Lord God, every time we look at nature, see a newborn baby, and watch miracles unfold in our lives, it is justification of your existence and our faith in you. Thank you for 
this gift, Amen.          

"God gives you his Spirit and works miracles in you. But does he do this because you obey the Law of Moses or because you have heard about Christ and have faith in him?"  
                  Galatians 3:5 
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Wednesday, 9/22:                  
 Father God, we yearn to fully embrace your love for us and return that love with all of our being. Help us to share that love with all of those in our community.   
 Amen.  

"Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves."  Romans 12:10 

 

Thursday, 9/23:                  
  Lord, it is easy to be charitable to those we know. It is easy to be kind and loving to those who are kind and loving to us. Help us to remember that our community is 
also filled with people we may not like. These are the people we need to show kindness to the most. These are the people who need our love. Give us the ability to share ourselves this 
way. Amen.           

"Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience."  Colossians 3:12 

 

Friday, 9/24:                   
 Father God, we go through our days and sometimes get bothered by all of the details in life that have no lasting meaning. Help us to stop and drink from your word and bask 
in your love. Amen.         

"For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does."  Psalm 33:4����  

 

Saturday, 9/25:                  
  Heavenly Father, when we see the ugly things that happen in this world; cancer, addictions, greed, immorality, remind us that this is not the world that you intended 
for us. We know that you have a better place planned for us. Help us to remember that when the things of this world burden us. Amen.       

"Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."   
                  Matthew 11: 29-30����  

 

Sunday, 9/26:                   
  God in heaven, when we worry about a child, a parent, or a spouse; when we worry about money, our jobs and our bills, help us to see past that and feel your all 
embracing love and know that our earthly minds have yet to understand the love you have for us. Amen.  

"Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?"  Matthew 6:27���� ����
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Monday, 9/27:                  
 Lord, when I get up this morning and I begin my day, help me to look for the opportunity to be a servant to someone who may need a smile, a word of encouragement, or a 
prayer. In the Name of your Son, Jesus Christ, Amen.     

"Jerusalem, stand up! Shine! Your new day is dawning. The glory of the LORD shines brightly on you."   Isaiah 60:1  

 

Tuesday, 9/28:                  
 God, Your servant David was blessed by you. He had the gift of words and a way of expressing his feelings. Let us be willing to look more to the Psalms of David, who not 
perfect, expresses thoughts that can help us pray to you. Amen     

"Understanding your word brings light to the minds of ordinary people."  Psalm 119:130 

 

Wednesday, 9/29:                  
 Lord God, Sometimes we wonder if you hear our prayers. We don't understand why they go unanswered. Help us to believe that you hear every thought we have and know 
the needs and desires of our hearts. Thank you, Amen       

" Answer me when I call to you, O my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress; be merciful to me and hear my prayer."  Psalm 4:1 

 

Thursday, 9/30:                  
 Heavenly Father, Your Scripture is the recipe for our lives. It opens our eyes and our hearts. Please let us realize that so that we make it a top priority of every day we live and 
breathe. Amen          

"I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word."  Psalm 119:16 

 

Friday, 10/1:                   
 God, every day you bless us with is a new opportunity to feel the love from you and for you. We have chances to make the day the best possible. Help us to take advantage of 
each day as a precious gift that only you can give. Amen.      

"My friends, you were chosen to be free. So don't use your freedom as an excuse to do anything you want. Use it as an opportunity to serve each other with love."   
                  Galatians 5:13 

 


